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interested in the vitamin D field. Certainly it is not a 
worthwhile purchase for any but the most vitally 
interested. Those wanting an overall account of the 
role of vitamin D and its metabolites in calcium 
transport would do much better to refer to an article 
by De Luca in the recent New York Academy of 
Sciences volume (no. 307) on ‘Calcium Transport 
and Cell Function’ which is a lucid account of the 
main features of this area. Is it really necessary that 
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Of the 32 symposium papers published here, about 
one-third deal with the differentiation programmes 
exhibited by teratocarcinomas (including a review by 
Mintz) or the cancers found in brain (Knudson, 
Herman, Prasad and their colleagues), lymphatic 
(Potter and Cancro) and bone marrow (Lajtha, 
McCulloch, Sachs and others) tissue. The remaining 
articles are concerned with the molecular biology of 
eucaryotic differentiation and gene expression. 
Although a wide coverage of topics is undertaken, 
particular emphasis is placed on erythroid develop- 
ment and globin genes (Marks, Lingrel, Lodish and 
others), oviduct differentiation and the ovalbumin 
gene (O’Malley et al.) and Xenopus development 
(Wright), S&DNA transcription (Brown, Roeder 
and others) and control of expression of injected 
genetic elements including nuclei from somatic cells 
(Gurdon et al.). 
Despite presenting the current situation in com- 
plex areas, most reports are surprisingly easy to read 
and contain a substantial review element. Of especial 
interest to molecular biologists will be the resume by 
Sicilian0 et al. of progress in cultured mammalian 
cell regulation genetics achieved using cell hybridiza- 
tion technology. In many situations, it seems likely 
that mouse regulation factors can activate human 
genes. 
the proceedings of conferences of this type should 
appear in handsomely bound (and very expensive!) 
book form? Can we not devise a mechanism by which 
such proceedings can be made available to those 
directly interested without raising this sort of a 
barrier in terms of cost? And finally is the simple 
reporting of data the proper function of published 
conference proceedings? 
M. C. Scrutton 
The central question in current cancer research: 
are tumours caused via mutation or by epigenetic 
means?, is discussed by Paul in his summary to the 
meeting. However, although the importance of 
environmental mutagens and the danger of using the 
rare teratomas as a model for other human cancers 
is mentioned, the bias of the meeting is not redressed. 
An in-depth analysis would have been welcome 
together with a critical appraisal of the progress made 
in recent years in our understanding of the cancer 
problem at the molecular level, One inevitably has 
the feeling that although ‘cancer’ research is thriving, 
the problem is as complex as ever and real progress is 
virtually zero. 
For those who wish to keep in touch with this 
field but have not the time to read the research papers, 
this volume will be a welcome addition. However, 
researchers in the area may feel that $50 is a consider- 
able price to pay in 1979 for information presented 
in 1977. In addition, the stimulating exchanges which 
took place after each presentation cannot be recom- 
mended since, regrettably, these were not included. 
Perhaps the printed word could not convey adequately 
the feelings expressed. 
C. J. Chesterton 
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